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Synopsis

The romance of the great inland sea. This large-format, full-color pictorial pays tribute to the historic
ships still at work on the Great Lakes, from ancient cement boats such as the 100-year-old St Marys
Challenger to venerable "straight-deckers," self-unloaders and 1,000-footers sailing under the
familiar flags of prominent Great Lakes fleets: Algoma Central, Upper Lakes, Lower Lakes,
American Steamship, Canada Steamship Lines and others. With more than 170 photographs by
the author and other fine transportation photographers, Lake Boats celebrates these mariners and
working ships of the St. Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes. A thorough appendix cites exact
identification, specifications and the history of each vessel included in the book. An extraordinary
range of images -- from close-up and interior views of engine rooms and pilothouses to panoramic
scenes of these noble workhorse vessels sailing North America’s inland seas -- makes Lake Boats

a remarkable celebration.
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Customer Reviews

Fascinating for those consumed with a love of the Great Lakes freighters. (Lois Cooper Muskoka
Today 2007-12-13)Lavishly photographed and romance-packed ... a visually stunning collection of
photos, facts and lore about the captains, crews and thousand-foot ships that plough the Great
Lakes... It's a great book for anyone who appreciates the machinery that pulls the Rust Belt
together. (Cleveland Free Times 2007-11-21)This full-color pictorial pays tribute to the historic ships
at work on the Great Lakes... The color photos range from exterior panoramic images of the ships to

detailed views of the mechanical workings. A thorough appendix cites exact identification,



specifications and colorful history of each vessel. (Michigan History 2008-02-01)McDonnell’'s
insightful introduction provides a fascinating background to the pages of spectacular images
featured throughout the book... Lake Boats belongs on the bookshelves of anyone who admires the
strength and purpose of these magnificent ships. (The Great Lakes Mariner vol. 5 no 3 2007)From
cargo ships to oil tankers, modern society tends to overlook how vital these gargantuan transports
are to our lives. This coffee table book certainly helps to make amends for that neglect. It's filled
with color photographs of the ships and the men who sail them. It tells their stories of hard work and
the consstant struggle against Nature. It's the kind of book you can read from cover to cover, and
then find yourself browsing through it again and again over the years. (Rainbo Electronic
Reviews)With more than 170 extraordinary photographs by the author and others, this is a must see
for every Great Lakes boat lover. (Great Lakes Historical Society Inland Seas Journal)With its
glossy photographs and coffee table format, [Lake Boats] is a worthy tribute to lakers... The words
show and efficiency and proud affection for the shipping industry. (Tom Henry The Blade (Toledo)
2008-03-25)An extraordinary range of images ... a must-have for anyone who has ever dreamed of
sailing our freshwater lakes. (Rob Mooy Kingston This Week 2008-03-14)Lake Boats pays homage
to the boats and to the people who work aboard them with a collection of photos that stir our pride.

(Linda Turk Thunder Bay Chronicle-Journal)

Greg McDonnell is a professional firefighter, a freelance photographer of note, and the author of

numerous books, including Canadian Pacific.

Love learning about the great lakes boats. Came in excellent condition. Thank you.

Book is well done but not very comprehensive. | don't know how you can do "vessels of the Great

Lakes" and not include the Soo locks.

Gorgeous photographs. Excellent binding.

| totally enjoyed it! Fine balance between pictures and text and an interesting story with historical

perspectives. A book | can recommend.

This book is an excellent, fascinating, beautifully done book. It was in great shape; it was used, but

could not tell it was not brand new. Very reasonably priced, came in less time than | expected,



packaged well. Thank you.

was looking for a more comprehensive book about all the different ships that currently sail the great

lakes, this is not it.

Great pictures!

Greg McDonnell is an award winning railroad photographer with several excellent railroad books to
his credit and is a recipient of the premier award for railroad photography in North America. Lake
Boats is his first look at shipping on North America’s Great Lakes and as such falls far short of this
reviewer’s expectations. McDonnell focuses on a handful of Great Lake bulkers and a few smaller
vessels. Thus there are photographs of relatively few "Lakers" and the photos seem to be taken
from relatively few geographic locations. What disappointed me the most is the total lack vintage
photographs in this volume - all the photographs have been taken in recent years and as such are
not really special. Any of the numerous hobby or enthusiast photographers currently documenting
Great Lakes shipping has equal or better photographs and certainly has much wider coverage, both
in terms of the variety of ships as well as coverage of several different geographic locations and
also photographs of ships long gone to the scrappers. A search of shipping websites such as [...]
will produce a wealth of equal or better material as well as much more vintage material. Ships and
ship photography are this reviewer’s passion and | expected much more from McDonnell --- | would
title this volume as Lake Boats: Nothing Special. Veteran enthusiasts will be disappointed - those
who know little about Great Lakes shiping will probably like the book as they do not know what they
are missing! There is much more out on the Great Lakes in terms of commercial shipping --this
volume barely touches on the subject. Nice photographs of a few contemporary Great Lakes
vessels but nothing special.
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